i8                        Ch'en Hsiian-yu
I know that you too have not changed, I have resolved to give up
my very life to repay your faithfulness. I have therefore fled from
my parents' house and come to you."
Chu was overcome with joy by his unexpected good fortune.
He hid her in the boat and resumed his journey that very night,
traveling thereafter by double stages until he reached Szechwan
a few months later. There they lived for five years, during which
she gave birth to two sons. Though she had not sent word to her
parents, she was always thinking of them. "I have come to you
against the wishes of my parents," she said weeping to him one
day, "because I cannot be unfaithful to you. Now it is five years
since I have beheld the loving faces of my parents. There can be no
place in the universe for such an unfilial daughter as I." Touched
by her piety, Chu said to her, "Do not fret, I shall take you there,"
and set out with her for Hengchow in fulfillment of his promise.
When they arrived at their destination, Chu went ahead to Yi's
house to make his apologies but Yi said, "What preposterous talk
is this! for has not my daughter been sick in her room these last
five years?" "But she is now in the boat," Chu said. Yi was greatly
astonished and sent one of his domestics to the boat to see if it was
true. There indeed was Chien-niang in the boat looking well and
contented. When she saw the servant she asked him how her par-
ents were. The servant was perplexed and hastened back to> report
to his master.
Now when the girl lying sick in her room heard of the extraordi-
nary occurrence, she rose from her bed, did her toilet, and changed
her clothes. There was a smile on her face as she went out to meet
the other Chien-niang, but never a word did she speak. Then be-
fore the very eyes of all those present, the two girls joined and
became one, wearing the two sets of garments that the separate
forms had worn.
Because of the bizarre nature of the event, Yi's family kept it
secret, but it got to be known among some of his relatives. The
couple lived forty years longer. Both their sons passed the examina-
tions and became assistant magistrates.
I, Hsiian-yu, used to hear of the story in my youth. There were